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Abstract

3-17

Recently, the special education society in Korea has been faced with many changes in the

institutional aspect. For example, after the repeal of the Act on Special Education Promotion, the Act

on Special Education for People with Disabilities was made and took effect in May, 2008 and the 7th

national curriculum was changed into the revised curriculum in 2015 and it was applied in 2015.

Special education-related acts and curriculum were revised in the national level and the detailed

criteria of obtaining the teacher certificate for special education which is the basis of curriculum for

college for special education teachers was also revised and took effect in 2009. Consequently, a

different new method from the existing examination system was applied to the new teacher

employment examination 2009.

This study is intended to introduce the recent institutional changes of Korean special education in

the following levels: (1) special education-related acts, (2) teacher training system for special

education, (3) special school curriculum, and (4) the situation of special education.

Key words : Special Education-Related Acts, Special School Curriculum, Teacher Training System for Special

Education
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The Present State and Challenges of Itinerant Education in
Korea

Nina, HWANG
Department of Special Education, Graduate School of Chonnam National University

Abstract

The itinerant education in Korea begun in Busan in March, 1963. Home-based special classes were
established for 128 students with physical disabilities who had difficulty in entering school by mutual
agreement of Kim, Hyeonok, the Mayor of Busan City and Oh, Bokgeun, the Superintendent of Busan
Office of Education. An entrance ceremony was held in March, 1964 by the special subsidy given by Park
Chung-hee, the Chair of the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction of the Republic of Korea in
July, 1963. In 1965, the number of peripatetic students was increased to 236 and 35 classes were
organized and operated. However, the number of peripatetic students was decreased to 182, resulting in
the reduction of class to 28. Especially, with the establishment of public special school and the increase of
special class under the Special Education Promotion Law enacted in 1977, the school register of
peripatetic students was changed into special school or special class and then, the number of students was
decreased. In 1992, the number of peripatetic students was decreased to 18. However, with the full
amendment of the Special Education Promotion Law in 1994, itinerant education was legally
institutionalized and its students were also increased.

Itinerant Education was as follows as of April, 2018. First, the subjects of itinerant education accounted
for 4.73%(4,292 persons) of all people with special education needs. Second, the statistics of itinerant
education by institution placed included (1)general school itinerant education, 40.3%(1,731 persons), (2)
home itinerant education, 35.8%(1,537 persons), (3) institution itinerant education, 22.4%(960 persons),
and (4) hospital itinerant education, 1.5%(64 persons). Third, the itinerant education by course was given
to (1)babies with disabilities, 5.5%(239 babies), (2)kindergarten, 16.8%(719 children), (3)elementary
school, 36.6%(1,571 students), (4)middle school, 21.5%(922 students), and (5)high school, 19.6%(841
students)(The Ministry of Education, 2018).

Although itinerant education in Korea has grown in quantity and contributed to the expansion of
educational opportunity in students with severe disabilities who are at home and in institutions or
hospitals, qualitative aspects have many problems. The detailed problems of itinerant education were as
follows.

First, the subjects of itinerant education have difficulties in learning connection and maintaining effects
due to the lack of the number of school days and negligence during school holidays. To improve this
problem, it is necessary to provide distance education using Internet, home learning via computer learning,
and the guidance of family members or volunteers.

Second, as the subjects of itinerant education receive education under limited environment such as
home or institutions and by a small number of limited teachers, their interpersonal relationship and social
ability can be delayed. Thus, it is necessary to explore methods to induce students’ participation in subject
activity, creative discretional activity, and school events(sports day, excursion, or school trip, etc.)
organized by their schools in cooperation with teachers, parents, school staff, and volunteers.

Third, medical support service and training needs have been suggested due to itinerant education
teachers’ difficulties. It is necessary to increase medical support service teachers and expand an
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opportunity for itinerant education teachers to have medical support service activity training.

Finally, it is necessary to provide learning materials and support teaching materials expenses in relation
to the support of itinerant education teachers. Also, it is required to provide desks and chairs for posture
maintenance, augmentative and alterative communication(AAC) equipment, and various multimedia
equipment and materials for home learning necessary for students with severe disabilities.

Key Words : The Itinerant Education, Special Education, Korea
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The Management and Challenges of the Special Education
Teacher Aide System in Korea

Taesuk, KIM

Principal of Yeosu Yeongeum Day care Center

Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to suggest the operational problems and improvement methods of the
teacher aide system in Korean special education. Methods: To suggest the operational problems and improvement
methods of the teacher aide system in special education, annual statistics for special education, annual reports for
special education, annual operational plans for special education, and the Act on Special Education for the Disabled
Persons, etc. were analyzed. Results: The operational problems of the teacher aide system in special education
included (1) the uncertainty of special education teacher aide’s role, (2) the lack of cooperation between teachers and
special education teacher aides, and (3) the lack of a specific guideline for the management of special education
teacher aides. The improvement methods included (1) the legislation of special education teacher aide’s role, (2) a
training system to improve special education teacher aide’s professionalism, and (3) the development of a specific
guideline to use and manage special education teacher aides. Discussion: The teacher aide system in special education
is a very important system to ensure students’ quality of class in the special education field. When the roles of special
education teachers and special education teacher aides are not clearly separated, it may cause some conflicts between
two groups. Although the Article of 5 of the Enforcement Rules of the Act on Special Education for the Disabled
Persons, etc. provides five roles of assisting personnel, it is not specific. As in “Operation Plan for Special Education”

by the Ministry of Education, it is necessary to indicate what special education teacher aides should not do.

Key Words : Special Education, Inclusive Education, Special Education Teacher Aide, Special Education

Teacher
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