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Preface

With the changes in the society and growing demand for higher education,
the number of Taiwanese universities has increased sharply in recent year s. As a
result, college education has been turned from educating the elite to educating the
middle class, and having diversified functions including teaching, research and
service has become a must for universities. To meet sever e competition in the
process of internationalization and globalization, higher education institutions
have no choice but to take actions in enhancing their teaching quality and
international competitiveness; in addition the incubation of competitive human
resources and integration of academic innovations play an even more important
role on the way to join the global community.

Since the merging of the two colleges in 2000, National Chiayi University
(NCYU) has come along way and repeatedly won approval and funding from the
Ministry of Education. This merging made NCY U a comprehensive university. It
Isapioneer aswell as an exemplary model of higher education in Taiwan.

In order to provide all walks of industries competitive human resources,
NCYU will continue to have high expectations of its faculty and students. To
help them achieve these expectations, we have taken various solid actions. We
encourage teachers and students to innovate and integrate their academic research.
Workshops are offered to the faculty, together with the construction of both
software and hardware infrastructures, to enhance the teac hing and learning
quality. We expect our students to cultivate their professional and practical
learning capacities and as well as their personality. On top of these, we also
promote international and cross-strait exchange, encourage both faculty and
students to participate in international academic affairs, seek industry -university
cooperation, foster bilingual campuses, elevate administration efficiency and
service quality, and hope to realize the spirit of forever -lasting endeavors.

In the past year, the University has made great endeavors in many aspects. It
adjusted its organization in the following ways. adding a bachelor degree in
Business Management; merging two departments into the Department of



Bioagriculture; renaming two departments the Department of Forest Products
Science & Furniture Engineering, and the Graduate Institute of Leisure; closing
the Master’s Program of Microbiology and Immunology and Extension Program
of Agronomy. Moreover, the Center for Teaching and Learning Development, in
charge of the development of teachers' professional knowledge, has been lifted to
aunit at university-level to effectively provide support to teachers.

In the aspect of improving the teaching and research quality, the University
recently recruited as many as thirty-one full-time teachers, while 18 in-service
teachers passed their promotion in the past year. 87.78 percent of our teachers
hold the rank of Associate Professor or above. We have provided an incentive
grant to innovative research teams and remarkable teachers, have organized
interdisciplinary research teams and have encouraged teachers to apply for all
sorts of national research projects.

In the aspect of international exchange and collaboration, we signed
memorandum of understanding with quite a few well -known institutions such as
TAMU-C, U.S.; Khon Kaen University, Thailand; University of Huelva, Spain;
and the Institute National Polytechnique Toulouse, France. We have also
cooperated with some institutions inside Taiwan, such as Dayeh University and
fourteen high schoolsin Chiayi.

In order to improve the facilities, the University constructed a number of
teaching and recreation halls with highly advanced equipment for entertaining,
learning and conducting research. Just to name a few of them, they included the
Building of Education, Building of New Arts, Building of Bio-Agriculture
Technology, etc.

Above all, our students proved themsel ves outstanding in many ways. The
students’ clubs won many awards in both academic and art activities. In addition,
the students in the Department of Music won awards in a variety of national
music contests. The students in the Department of Physica Education aso
performed outstandingly at the 2008 National Intercollegiate Athletic Games.

With a solid foundation in every aspect and guided by the Ministry of



Education’s Teaching Excellence Project, it is our belief that we will soon
achieve our goas in industry-university cooperation, teaching excellence,
seamless learning and holistic-person development. | also would like to thank all
the partners, faculty and staff for their long-standing support and devoted
endeavors. Finally and most importantly, let us keep in mind the challenges we
are facing and take additional actions to fulfill our mission, “to honor Chiayi, to
glorify Taiwan and to join the global community.”

Bk L

Ming-Jen Lee
President, National Chiayi University
October 1, 2009



