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Preface

Colleges in Taiwan should all stay flexible when facing changes.
Strategies and guidelines for teaching, research, counseling and service
should also be adapted to prepare for the impact of expected negative
growth in population in 2016. According to the population statistics of
Taiwan, most students today were born in the 1990s when 0.32 million
births took place a year; however, the number of births has dropped to
under 0.2 million since 2008. This means that the economic burden
students today carry will be 1.25 times heavier, compared to that of the
main labor force born in the year when there were 0.4 million annual births.
Therefore, students’ future capability to carry the increasingly heavy
burden is of much greater concern than expected recruitment difficulties.
With 94 years of history, National Chiayi University (NCYU) has been
dedicated to achieving development in both research and
industry-university cooperation. We have been implementing the Teaching
Excellence Project since 2005 with a focus to enhance teaching and nurture
talents, applying our practical training to bridge the gap between theory and
practice.

This year NCYU has improved not only teaching quality but also
software and hardware infrastructure. A new 8-story science and
engineering hall was built, and a total of 0.41 billion was granted through
research and industry-university cooperation. Moreover, we received a
merit award from the Ministry of Education for encouraging staff
development. In the aspect of teaching and learning outcomes, in addition
to the Teaching Excellence Project, the Department of Mechanical and
Energy Engineering received a bronze medal and a special prize at iENA in
Nuremberg, and the Teacher Education Center received awards from the
Ministry of Education for outstanding educational practice. Furthermore,
the Department of Marketing and Logistics/Transportation won three Best
Paper Awards in the category of marketing in the 2013 TOPCO Thesis
Award. We also won a variety of awards in national competitions of clubs,
arts and music, which shows NCYU has achieved development in every
aspect.



In the aspect of the promotion of internationalization, with a focus to
foster international exchange and collaboration, NCYU has cooperated with
54 foreign institutions from 19 countries. In the academic year 2012, it
signed memorandum of cooperation with many universities, including
North Carolina State University, USA; California State University, Fresno,
USA; the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia; Kasetsart University, Thailand,;
and Suratthani Rajabhat University, Thailand. With 12,889 Taiwanese
students and nearly 400 overseas Chinese and international students, we
have been encouraging academic visits, research cooperation and students
exchanges with foreign institutions to broaden our students’ horizons and
raise their competitiveness.

To fulfill its social responsibility, NCYU actively engages in
collaboration with industries to foster regional development. As a
comprehensive university, it features both general and vocational education
with an aim to integrate theory and practice. In the field of internal
development, NCYU takes advantage of its features, fostering research
development, industry-university cooperation, and vertical integration with
enterprise incubation centers in mass production. In the field of external
development, NCYU seeks cooperation with the local governments and
industrial parks, as well as institutions such as the Chiayi Industry
Innovation and Research Center. It is our hope to maximize the collective
efforts by making use of “know-how”, “know-why”, and local natural
resources.

NCYU has seen steady growth since the two colleges merged into one
in 2000. It is important that all the members work together to create a
wonderful ambience and disciplined culture on campus. Let us put into
practice the University motto, Simplicity, Action, Innovation and Service
and continue to combine the features and advantages of our six colleges to
make our students a success in all walks of life.
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Robin Y.-Y. Chiou
President, National Chiayi University
November 2013



