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The Transformation of Land Ownership in Citongjiao Village,
Changhua County: From the Japanese Colonial Period

to the ROC Era

Hsiao Kun Sung**

Abstract

During the Japanese colonial period, Citongjiao Village( {]## %" 2 ) in Changhua County was
located in the southwestern corner of present-day Changhua City, encompassing what are now the
Nan'an(# % ), Citong(§] ¥ ), and Dongfang( & =) Vils(Z ). Due to its proximity to both Changhua
City and Lukang Township, Han Chinese settlers began cultivating the area quite early. Additionally,
the Babao Irrigation Canal( ~ #3#") passed through the northern side of the village, providing
convenient irrigation and resulting in the widespread distribution of paddy fields.

According to land surveys conducted during the Japanese colonial period, approximately 84% of
the land in Citongjiao Village was used as paddy fields, with only 8% classified as dry fields. The
remaining land was designated for residential areas, cemeteries, ponds, and temple grounds. Together,
wet and dry fields(-k % = ) accounted for 92% of the village's total land area, reflecting that, from the
late 19th to early 20th centuries, northern Changhua remained a traditional agrarian society.

The land survey projects implemented by the colonial government in the early Japanese period
are generally considered a "revolution in the land system" that laid the foundation for Taiwan's
modernization. However, it is particularly noteworthy that in a densely populated traditional Han
Chinese community near the county town, the colonial government was able to incorporate 43.88% of
the land in Citongjiao Village into the national treasury (as state-owned land) through these land
surveys. This unusual phenomenon merits deeper investigation.This study argues that the large
proportion of "absentee landlords(# 73 3 1 )" in the village, coupled with the traditional "one field,
two owners(— @ = )" landholding structure, may have contributed to the high proportion of land
being nationalized. Furthermore, this paper also traces how these state-owned lands were later
converted and allocated to local tenant farmers during the Republic of China (ROC) period.
Keywords : Land Survey Project ~ State-owned Land ~ Absentee Landlord ~ One Field,Two

Owners ~ Taiwan Development Company

** Former Principal of Changhua Private ZEN DEL High School; Ph.D. in Taiwanese History from the Gradua
te Institute of Taiwanese History, National Chengchi University.E-mail : kirkhsiao@gmail.com
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Educational Development of Modern Schools in Chiayi City during the Japanese Occupation Period

(1895-1945)

GHIH-LUNG » KUAN*

Abstract

During the Japanese occupation, Chiayi underwent several administrative changes. It progressed from Chiayi

Subprefecture, Chiayi County, Chiayi Administrative Office, Chiayi Hall, Chiayi Street, and finally, in 1930
(Showa 5), Chiayi Street was upgraded to a city, officially becoming a directly administered city of Tainan
Prefecture.
Chiayi boasted numerous academies, free schools, community schools, and private schools. Poetry and literary
societies were abundant, and as the location of the county school, it produced a record number of scholars
who passed the imperial examinations, earning it the nickname "Taiwan's Zoulu" (a place renowned for its rich
cultural heritage).
After the Japanese occupation, Confucian temples, academies, and private schools were gradually replaced by
modern schools, including kindergartens, public schools, elementary schools, middle schools, commercial and
industrial schools, and girls' high schools. The promotion of various sports activities, such as hiking,
gymnastics, baseball, archery, kendo, swimming, and the holding of sports meets, as well as the introduction
of various sports, still have a profound impact today.
This article focuses on the creation and development of schools in Chiayi City, which are gradually being

forgotten, in an attempt to awaken the memories and pride of the citizens of Chiayi.

Keywords : Japanese occupation period, Chiayi City, modern schools

* Adjunct Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Providence University
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Proofs of Kuelang (Keelung) in the volume of
Ryukyu in The Book of Zui.

Nozomu Ishiwi**

Abstract

The place name "Kuelang" is generally considered to have first appeared in "A Mirror of Japan" from Min
(Ming) China. However, the record of Koukwa (Kao Hwa) Island in the "Book of Zui - volume of Ryukyu" from
the 7th century AD is very likely the earliest record. The Ryukyu reached by Zui Kingdom general Chin Ryou
(Chen Leng) after a voyage of more than a month should be Okinawa, while the same name Ryukyu reached
by Shu Kwan (Zhu Kwan) should be Taiwan. During the journey, Chin Ryou passed by Koukwa Island and Kupek
Island. Judging from the number of days and pronunciations, these should be Kuelang and Kuba-shima Islands.
Place names on the Island of Taiwan often include "Lan," such as Kavalan and Solang, as does Kuelang. This
should be translated as islets, mountain and area. The character "Xu" (Yu) in Koukwa's name should be a
translation of "Lan". The modern Hokkien (Fujian) pronunciations of Keelung are Kuelan and Kelan, as
evidenced by modern Latin script data.

According to "The Rime Table", the ancient pronunciation of Ku Pek before the Zui (Sui) China may have been
Kupa. The Ku Pek Island may be Kupa Island, which is also known as Kuba Island in the Senkaku/Chogyo
Islands.

Furthermore, considering the trading situation when Chin Ryou arrived in Ryukyu, the Ryukyu he reached
should also be considered Okinawa. The islands of Koukwa and Kupek, which he passed through along the

way, were most likely Keelung and Kuba-shima.

Keywords : The Book of Sui, George Leslie Mackay, Hokkien Dialect

** ishiwi@n-junshin.ac.jp ~ +81-90-5084-7291 Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University
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The Poali-Neipu Border Guards’ land and it’s reclamation
during Qing Dynasty

Yeong-Shin Chyrs#x*

Abstract

During Qing Dynasty, the Poali-Neipu region eguals to the domain of contemporary Xinshe District. Before the
Aborigine Military Colonies System in Qing Taiwan, the government set fortified post to protect borderland. In
order to raise money for Border Guards, the government rented the border wilderness to Han people so that
the land-rent could provide them for need. This paper will use a great variety of historical archives to explain
the establishment of Border Guards’ land and then to discuss it’s reclamation by Han people. With this paper

the author hopes to illustrate the place-history of Poali-Neipu region.

Keywords : Poali-Neipu, Border Guards’ land, place-history
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From Local Produce to Regional Specialty during the Japanese Colonial Period: The Case of Madou

Pomelo

Zhuang,Yong-Jun*** ~ Chang, Ching-I***

Abstract

Regarding contemporary domestic perceptions, Madou pomelo is widely regarded as a representative local
specialty of the Madou area. During the Qing dynasty, it was generally referred to as wendan pomelo and was
used as a “seasonal fruit” for offerings or consumption. Following the industrialization of Taiwan’s citrus sector
in 1903, the term “Madou Wendan” began to be used to denote Taiwan’s wendan pomelo. With the
promotion of tourism in Taiwan during the 1930s, Madou Wendan further became recognized as one of the
region’s local products.

This study takes Madou Wendan during the Japanese colonial period as a case study to examine the process
through which it was transformed into a regional specialty. It also analyzes how the meanings associated with
Madou Wendan shifted alongside changes in colonial policy.

The findings indicate that wendan pomelos in the Madou area were initially identified through official product
surveys. Within the broader context of citrus industry development in Taiwan after 1903, they were promoted
as “imperial-use pomelos,” thereby advancing the local citrus industry. Through the use of photographic
albums and other visual media, a particular Japanese imagination of Taiwan’s fruits was constructed. In the
1930s, with the expansion of tourism and its integration with other industries, Madou Wendan came to

represent the locality itself, gradually becoming part of its cultural symbolism.

Keywords : Madou Wendan, Citrus Industry, Regional Specialty, Local Products

**% Master’s Student, Taiwan Culture and Tourism Resources Program, National University of

Tainan.

**% Associate Professor and Department Chair, Department of Cultural and Natural Resources,
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The Historical Review of Japanese Period Yata Issei

Chen Shu-juo**
In recent years, Uongt'e Yata’uyungana (also known as Kao I-sheng) has been positioned as a pivotal figure in
the transitional justice of Taiwan'’s Indigenous peoples. Through legal exoneration, the preservation of "Sites of
Injustice," and the publication of numerous research monographs, contemporary society is re-examining the
state violence under the White Terror and the pursuit of Indigenous autonomy. The life history of Uongd'e
Yata’uyungana can be divided into two phases: "Yata Issei" during the Japanese colonial period and "Kao I-
sheng" in the post-war era. As the first Cou elite to receive higher teacher training, he acted as a "pioneer"
(senkakusha) driving tribal modernization under Japanese rule. His writings published in Riban no Tomo
(Friends of Barbarian Control) reflect the contradictory struggle between the pressures of colonial assimilation
and his fervor for ethnic progress. The rise of this "new leadership" —nurtured by the state apparatus and
deriving power from official positions and modern knowledge—profoundly shook the traditional Cou social
structure centered on clan elders and the traditional leader (peongsi). This created significant tension and
friction between old and new authorities within the tribes. There is a high degree of continuity between the
two halves of his life: the shock of encountering modernity during the Japanese period was transformed into
his post-war insistence on economic self-reliance and Indigenous autonomy. His life serves as a microcosm of
Indigenous peoples' struggle for survival within the fractures of shifting regimes. Reconstructing his complete
life history is not merely about restoring his reputation, but more importantly, about continuing the pursuit of
true historical justice and carving out a path for the realization of Cou and Indigenous agency in contemporary

society.

** Department of Anthropology, National Museum of Natural Science
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( )
The Culture of Get Together and Separation and National Perspective in G uan d dO Poems

Of Bai-Juyi
Emperor Dezong, Shunzong, and Xianzong as examples

Kun-Lun Tsai**

Abstract

Taking the reigns of

"Guan Poems," contain guans, post stations, building of non-post stations, and themes contain situation, get
together and separation, and war. Situational poems and war poems are closely related, reflecting the national
perspectives. Get together and separation poems reflect the cultural experiences of joyful reunions and
sorrowful partings during travels at guans and inns. The article analyzes 22 guan poems by Bai Juyi in mid-
Tang, focusing particularly on reigns of Emperor Dezong to Xianzong as texts, and present the culture of get
together and separation and national perspective in Bai's poems on the guandao-poems from the reigns of

Emperor Dezong, Shunzong, and Xianzong.

Keywords : Tang Dynasty, Bai-Juyi, Guandao, Juli, Nation

** Doctoral degree in Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University. Center for General
Education, National Taichung University of Science and Technology, Project Assistant Professor in

present.
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GIS Spatial Reconstruction of the Maritime Geographical Worldview in the Ming Dynasty
Encyclopedia Tu Shu Bian

Chen, Pi-Ling*

Abstract

Tu Shu Bian, authored by Zhang Huang in the Ming Dynasty, holds unique geographical
significance in the history of traditional Lei-shu. Unlike encyclopedias of previous dynasties, this work
subdivided the foreign world into "Seven Great Regions" and significantly expanded the records of
maritime states. This study employs Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to spatially reconstruct
the foreign countries recorded in Tu Shu Bian, analyzing the structural shift in the geographical
horizons of Ming scholars.

GIS visualization demonstrates a dense "cumulative" overlapping of ancient and contemporary
place names within the same spatial coordinates. This reflects the knowledge management strategy
of Ming intellectuals who, faced with an influx of global information that was difficult to verify
empirically, chose to juxtapose classical texts with new maritime knowledge. By using digital
humanities tools, this study presents the layered global spatial vision constructed by late Ming

scholars amidst traditional frameworks and expanding maritime horizons.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty Lei-shu, Geographic Information System (GIS), Ming Maritime

History, Digital Humanities, Knowledge Accumulation

* PhD, Department of History, National Tsing Hua University
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Connecting water history and heritage: the investigation and

regeneration of hoo-tsuj peatland irrigation culture in Toushe
Chia-Jung Wu**

Abstract

Under global environmental change, increasing water shortage has become a critical issue. Since
2015, some international organizations have taken initiatives to promote water system heritage (WSH)
in order to highlight significance of cultural heritage related to water-use. Specifically, WSH focuses
on intangible heritage values, such as management systems, local customs and traditional wisdom to
deal with water issues. In respond to this global trend, contemporary historical research plays a key
role to facilitate cultural heritage practice and open brand-new discussions for sustainable development.

As a showcase, this paper discussed how hoo-tsui , a unique way of manual water-lifting skill
widely used for peatland irrigation in early Toushe in Nantou County, was revitalized from 2020 to
2025. The study consisted of three stages: collecting oral histories, remaking traditional tools and
recreating landscape. The hoo-tsu; culture in Toushe which disappeared about half a century ago was
regenerated through documentation, visualization and physical demonstration. This process involved
not only local residents across different generations but also university students to investigate the
historical values of hoo-tsuj and its potentials for future development. The result contributed to a
deeper understanding of local history and its connection to intangible water heritage that could provide
new insights for local education and tourism in future.

Keywords : water heritage, peatland, hoo-tsui.

** Adjunct Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, Chung Yuan Christian University
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