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Compulsory School Curriculum

Experiment in the United Kingdom

Ching-Tien Tsai

Abstract

The Humanities Curriculum Project in the United Kingdom was a
famous curriculum experiment project for its aims, rationale and
experimental design. It was initiated by the central government in
England i.e. the Schools Council for Curriculum and Examinations at
the Department of Education who employed curriculum change agent
to act as Curriculum Project Team and Evaluation Team to inspire
téachers to conduct the experimentation in the classroom context.

The author first illustrates the essential curriculum concepts in
this experiment project i.e. classroom as curriculum laboratory, cur-
~riculum as hypothesis. teacher as researcher, and wholeness-based cur-
riculum evaiuation. The author explains that the curriculum in this
project was treated as an innovative pedagogical experiment, whereas
the teacher as experimental innovators. In particular, nine themes
were chosen as areas of inquiry in teaching and learning. The Project
Team didn't write textbooks, but produced multi-media collections of
study material and teacher guides in each theme; they also used film
and printed material as evidence to support discussion. Teachers acted
as procedurally neutral chairmen to help students to inquire through

discussion and to conduct inquiry-based learning; teachers fed in the
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evidence from the collection to support research-based teaching;
teachers had the responsibility to protect divergence of view.

Finally the author offers some critical observations on this project
as an approach to curriculum experimentation.
Key Words: classroom as curriculum laboratory, curriculum action re-
search, curriculum experiment, curriculum evaluation, curriculum

innovation.
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