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A Critique of Mata-Paradigmatic Dispute and Its
Implication for Pedagogical Methodologies

His-Hui Ko

Abstract

Kuhn induced the structure of scientific revolutions from dimension of history. The
“Paradigm” become the core of his theory. But Popper attacked the dominative properties of
the “Paradigm”. He indicated “Paradigm” is a framework that obstructs the growth of
knowledge. It is so-called “the dispute of Meta-Paradigm”, because one took the historical
paradigm, and the other took the logical paradigm, to rethink, to re-criticize, and to reanalyze
the “Paradigm”.

In modern educational research field, pedagogical methodologies are divided from
experience-analyzed paradigm, hermeneutic paradigm, and critical paradigm, because of the
differences of the purpose, method, and the relationship between researchers and subjects.
There are disputes among the three research paradigm, too. But through critical reflection
we can obtain some notice from the dispute of Meta-Paradigm between Kuhn and Popper.
First, the three-research paradigm should be self-refined. Second, the researcher should
attach importance to the dominative properties of the “Paradigm” and criticize the ideology.
Third, the researcher should use reason communication to de-incommensurability. Fourth,
researchers. should accord to the two principles, “fit” and “work”, to select research
paradigm.

Keywords: Kuhn , Popper, paradigm, pedagogical methodology
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