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Exploring the reconstruction of value
education in modern society: Through the
“Anti-construction” concept of Charles
Taylor

Chia—Ling Kuo*

Abstract

The evaluation standards of achievements in the mainstreaming modern

society consist of higher power and social economic class, and wealth. Even in
the democratic society emphasizing equality, individuals’ behaviors and goals are
framed by instrumentalized reasoning, and are categorized,ranked, or treated unfairly.
Education institutions, thus, have to emphasize their competitive capabilities or job
needs in order to ensure their students to be successful. Therefore, students and
teachers have to adopt mainstreaming values to maintain the sense of security.
However, it makes the individual to be restricted in the instrumentalized reasoning. It
lessens students’and teachers’

energy and meaning of life, making them feel empty, lost, alienated, and without
strength.The article sets off from Charles Taylor’s concept of

“Anti-construction”and explore the issues of the values generated from education
and mainstreaming modern society. The concepts of “Re-Enchanting the World “and”
Disenchantment of the World Rationalism” of Charles Taylor is used to alert the
living in the social construction, and to propose the profound effects of education led
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by rationalism to the individuals. Moreover, based on the confusion towards careers of
college graduates, values of modern technology civilization and instrumentalized
reasoning are discussed, their causes and contents are analyzed, and the cultivation of
value education are criticized. The article proposes that value education must go
beyond instrumentalized reasoning and pursue humanism to balance the existence of
humans, and make the value education more meaningful.

* Ph.D student, Tunghai University, department of philosophy
Email : salin1768@gmail.com
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