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How Case Method Contributes to the
Abilities of Dealing with Classroom
Management Issues for Student
Teachers

Min-Chieh Chang

Associate Professor, Center for Teacher Education
Soochow University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess the effect of adopting case method in the student
teachers’ seminar during one year internship. Student teachers wrote cases from the problems
and dilemmas of school real situation in classroom management. Then, they discussed about
these cases with professors and experts in student teachers’ seminar per month. The study
had a quasi-experimental design. There were sixty-five research subjects in this study,
including thirty-five student teachers in the experimental group and thirty student teachers in
the contrastive group. Data were collected using the concept mapping of classroom
management and the written analyses of the cases by two groups.

The findings of this study were as followed: first, the mean score of the concept
mapping of student teachers’ experimental group is better; second, the mean score of written
analyses of the cases of student teachers’ experimental group is better; and third, the mean
score of written analyses of the cases of pre-test is better than post-test on student teachers’
experimental group. Based on the findings of this study, the research concludes that using
case method teaching can enhance the abilities of dealing with classroom management issues
for secondary student teachers, but the effect is not obvious.

Key words: case method, classroom management, student teachers, case analysis,

concept map.
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