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Parental Choice: A Two-Edged Sword
Dividing Educational Equality and

Quality

Shih-Min Liu Yu-Wei Wu
Assistant Teacher Practice Teacher
Department of Education Tung-Fang I nstitute of
National Kaohsiung Technology
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Abstract

Parental choice is a kind of natural right. The movements of educational reforms in
Taiwan have recently emphasized on the notion of parental choice. Hence, the purposes of
this study were to analyze the related policies, laws and codes regarding the concept of
parental choice. Discussing the developments of the tacit assumptions and issues
concerning this concept by historical analyses was addressed.

Qualitative research strategies, including secondary resource analyses and historical
analyses, were used to generate and analyze data. Taiwan's experiences with the notion of
parental choice were compared to those of the United Kingdom, and the United States to
help generate a sense of the meaning and relevance of Taiwan's initiatives. Pro and con
opinions regarding this notion were also represented and discussed. Comparison with the
experiences of policy makers in the above countries was hopefully to offer a reference point
by which we provided some strategies and inspirations for solving the potential problemsin
Taiwan.
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