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The Professional Performance of lementarylntern
Teachers: An Investigation of It’s Embedded
Factors from Principal Evaluation and School

| Environment

Chin Chung-Then

National Chiayi Teachers College

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study to understand (1) the outcomes of intern teachers’ professional
performance, (2) the differences of professional performance of inten teachers at different schools,
and (3) school factors that may influence intern teachers’ professional performance.

Instruments used for this study are self-developed “Awareness of Teaching Environment
Questionnaire” (self-evaluated by intern teachers) and “Evaluation Form of Intern Teachers’
Professional Performance” (evaluated by school principals). Altogether 400 questionnaires were
sent out. Among 332 returned questionnaires, there were 299 valid ones.  Statistical analysis -
methods used in this study include factor analysis, Cronbach o, descriptive analysis, one-way
ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation, and canonical correlation.

Major findings include: '

(1) The professional performance of most intern teachers are generally well recognized.

(2) There is no significant difference of intern teachers’ professional performance due to the location
and the size of the schools.

(3) There is significant correlation between school environment and intern teachers’ professional
performance.

(4) The leadership of school principal, the relationships with colleagues, students, and parents, the
socio-cultural elements of the school, and the characteristics of the school organization, may help -
explain the professional performance of intern teachers effectively.
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