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A study on Educational History of
Taiwan in Japanese Colonial ---
Critic and Implication of the
Assimilative Policy

Jenn-Chung Lin

Graduate student, Graduate Institute of Education
National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to explore the educational history of Taiwan during
the period of Japanese colonization. This study focuses on the assimilative policy of
Japanese imperial government, using critical theory to examine dominators’ control
hegemony and ideology. Although Japanese officials claimed that the 1922 edict abolished
all ethnic discrimination in the school, Taiwanese knew better. Assimilation still served to
put the Taiwanese at the lower stratum of social hierarchy.

During the Japanese colonization period, the Japanese government practiced
assimilative policy and Japanizational Education, with the purpose to occupy Taiwan and
make Taiwan a part of Japan. However, deep their hearts, the Japanese were not willing to
admit the Taiwanese as an equal part of the Japanese.

In the future, the Educational trend of Taiwan must emphasize whole education-culture
of subject consciousness, deal with the situation of lacking identity culture and the indistinct
ideology of subject. At the same time, we should built the cultural education of Taiwan itself,
reinforce subject consciousness, and promote Taiwan education reaches the goal of
globalization.

Key words: assimilative policy, Japanizational education, subject consciousness.
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