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Discourse the basic competences of
Grade 1-9 Curriculum from different
viewpoints of competences
for good life

Chao-Shen, Hsu

Assistant Professor, Department of Elementary Education
National Ping-Tung Teachers College

Abstract

The outline of the grade 1-9 curriculum emphasizes the ten basic competences required
of contemporary citizens that are cultivated according to the ten curriculum goals and evolve
around the students and focus on life experience as an important aspect of curriculum
reforms. However, are there any theoretical foundations? Why are there only ten
competences? Moreover, in these relationships: people and self, man and society, and man
and nature, are these ten competences enough? Since the grade 1-9 curriculum was
implemented in 2001, the above questions have been major concerns of teachers, parents,
and the public. The goal of education is to cultivate complete man. From the viewpoint of
complete man education, education is to cultivate students to understand themselves, learn to
interact with others, and learn to adjust to social life. It is thus known that the attributes or
competences a complete man should possess are multifarious. Therefore, it is the interest of
this article to understand the competence viewpoint of the grade 1-9 curriculum not only
from the content of competence but also from the perspectives of psychology, sociology, and
philosophy. Relevant important items of core competences will be summarized, and those
overlapping the ten core competences will be excluded. Finally, this article also put some
competences as fallows: (1) competences for memory; (2) cognitive competences; (3) critical
competences; (4) competences for perceptive one’s right and responsibility; (5) normative
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competences; (6) competences for one’s physical and mental health; (7) competences for
one’s responsibility in a democratic society; (8) competences for management motivation
and emotion. After that, the part that lacks will be filled. The purpose is to treat it from the
viewpoint of complete man education so as to let students acquire complete core
competences that will be required for them to adjust to social life successfully, and the result
will be for future revisions. Above all, in instituting the ten core competences, what lacked
were thorough theoretical discussions and reflections.

Key words: grade 1-9 curriculum, competence, basic competence
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