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Teaching Action Research of Social Study
Thinking Development for
Elementary School Students

Sheng-Mo Chen*

Abstract

The disciplinary thinking ability in social study teaching is conducive to the realization
of the learning goals of students' core competences. Therefore, how to activate the content of
existing textbooks and provide students with opportunities to practice their disciplinary
thinking ability in the teaching of social fields, so as to promote the development of students'
core competences, is the focus of this research. This research adopts a collaborative action
research method and uses UbD mode to design disciplinary thinking-oriented teaching
activities. The researcher uses the fifth grade students of elementary school as the research
object, and collects data through observation, questionnaires, interviews and peer
observation classes. The method is to understand the student's behavior of social disciplinary
thinking. This research has several findings 1. It is important to imagine the significance and
relevance of learning goals from the perspectives of students. 2. Systematization and
organization of teaching materials is a powerful tool to guide students to develop social
thinking ability. 3. Using questioning and answering as a formative evaluation mechanism
does produce the effect of promoting learning by evaluation.

Key words: elementary school, social studies, disciplinary thinking.
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