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Discipline in Schooling—On Michel Foucault’s

View
Tzong-Ming Wey

Abstract

This paper, by means of the contrast between the school and the prison, focuses on the
concept of 'discipline' employed by Michel Foucault. This article analyses the operation of
discipline in schooling practice and draws out its implications for a new role of teachers
and students.

The analysis of discipline practice in this paper is divided into four dimensions: that is,
buildings, rituals and glorious ceremonies, timetables and bells, and class management in
schools. The results could be concluded as four characters: 1. In compulsory education
stage, numerous disciplines make schooling become rigid. 2.As students' grade and age
grows up, discipline in schooling decreases gradually. 3.Recent trends in education reform
‘have released the discipline power in schooling. 4.The discipline in schooling has become
a hidden power, being routinised and rationalized. Besides, the 'examination' also plays an
important role in discipline. Finally, this paper suggests that although all teachers should
play a less disciplinary role in schooling practice, except students to be ‘self discipline’ is
the goal of maximal disciplinary power.

Keywords: Michel Foucault, discipline, schooling
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