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Abstract

The advanced economy today is mainly based on knowledge processes. Special
attention is, therefore, given to the impacts of knowledge-based economy on Taiwan societal
structure. Higher education, in particular, will play a vital role to an economy based on and
driven by knowledge. The purpose of this exploratory study is to highlight the adjustments of
higher education according to the impacts of knowledge economy trends on our society.
Results show that there are some adjustments of higher education to correspond to the new
challenges in order to morally confront this new age:

(1). to internationalize the development of higher education;

(2). to widen the functions of higher education;

(3). to balance both quality and quantity of higher education;

(4). to enrich moral culture of teachers and students with advanced technology, charity and
foresight;

(5). to keep balances between humanities and natural sciences; between professional and
general subjects; between traditional and modern knowledge about curricula design;

(6). to require excellence in the quality of instruction;

(7). to achieve varied types of assessment and goals;

(8). to perform foresighted educational policies for social equality and justice.

Recommendations for further research include the adjustments of the other school
levels and many other social domains besides higher education to meet knowledge economic
age.

Key words: Knowledge, Economy, Knowledge Economy, Higher Education
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