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The Critical Discourse Analysis of
Political 1deology on Taiwanese History
Textbooks for Junior High School--Take

Han Lin Edition for example (2013)

Mei-Man Feng’

Abstract

This paper took Han Lin Taiwanese history textbooks for seventh graders as examples
to analyze the political ideology adopted by the authorites on the textbooks. The researcher
made use of critical discourse analysis to de-construct the national hegemony and political
ideology on them. Secondly, the revelation of the hidden political ideology inside the
textbooks was involved so that it’s able to attract the attention of the authorites- related and
school teachers. The other objective for teachers was to promote students’ critical thinking
and reflection. Overall, this paper aimed at examining the textbooks with a wide point of
historical view.

The outcomes are as follows:

1.The choice of knowledge: the political ideology on Taiwanese history textbooks for

seventh graders showed the authorities’ knowledge and interests, a one-way and
positive appearance of Chinese culture, the ignorance of students’ subjectivity, and
the arbitrary knowledege narration. What’s more, the arrangement of the textbooks
was so boring that the connection between students’ lives and textbook content was
weak.

2.Methodology: the language structure was mainly government-unrivaled, and the

reinforcement and weakness discourse-- re-justification on unfairness to diverse
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ethnic groups was adopted. What’s more, it used ruler-dominated, people-neglected
schemes and many professional words which were favarable to our kin.

3.Discourse: there was emphasis on Chinese culture, reinforcement on students’ ethnic
and national identification. Certain political discourses were included: one is for
people of culture deprivation to develop self-culture identification; the other was the
emphasis on the rule of the authorites, and weakness on people’s resistance.

The outcomes showed that the political ideology of Taiwanese history textbooks for
seventh graders accorded to negative description of others and positive description of
my groups, and it satisfied the political ideology of the authorities.

Key Words: textbook, political ideology, critical discourse analysis
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