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Micropolitical Analysis of Parents’

Teacher Selection Behavior
Yi-Jung Chen

Abstract

The study is aimed at understanding the interplay of related factors in parents’ teacher
selection behavior and the micropolitical strategies which they adopted during the process.
This is a case study of ‘Beauty’ Elementary School and an administrator, a representative of
parental association, a volunteer parent, and two teachers are interviewed. The researcher has
immersed herself in the research field for so long that she could fully understand the power
interactions between the stakeholders and the micropolitical strategies involved in the
process of parents’ teacher selection. Therefore, the researcher reached several conclusions:
In addition to parents’ social and economic network, the parents’ teacher selection behavior
hinges on their culture capital as well. The gap between different cognitions and positions in
accountability of instructional accountability and professional autonomy by which the
stakeholders (teachers, administrators and parents) abide should be reconciled. Finally,
parents employed flexible and multiple micropolitical strategies and its interactions with
administrators are dynamic and consecutive. As a result, the researcher hopes that this
research can bring about implications in practices and the governments > policy making.

Keywords: parents’ teacher selection behavior, micropolitic strategies, professional

autonomy.
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