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A Study on the Emotional Distance of the
Interaction between Elementary School
Principals and Parent Associations

Hsin-Jen Chen *  Hsieh-Feng Hu**

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the emotional distance resulting from the
interactions between principals and members of parents’ associations from the
perspective of Hargreaves’s theory of emotional geographies. This study adopted a
qualitative approach. It conducted in-depth interviews with six current elementary
school principals to examine their experience of and feelings about the interactions
between them and members of parents’ associations so as to understand the formed
emotional distance and the principals’ response strategies. The results of the study
could be summarized as follows: 1. If there was good interaction between principals
and members of a parents’ association, the social and cultural differences would not
affect the social and cultural distance between them; 2. If there was a conflict in
educational philosophy and value beliefs between principals and members of parents’
associations, the moral distance between them would be easily widened; 3. The
recognition of the principal’s professional ability by members of parents’
associations varies, depending on urban and rural differences ; 4. The pressure
applied by members of parents’ associations through elected representatives would
enlarge their political distance with principals; 5. The frequency of interaction
between principals and members of parents’ associations would affect the
establishment of a good relationship between them. Finally, six suggestions were put
forward at the end of the article to serve as a reference for interactive
communications between principals and members of parents’ associations.

-28 -



EAKTETEI 548 1 1-30

Keywords : emotional geographies; emotional distance; parents’ associations

1% Professor » Center for Teacher Education » National Chung Cheng University
E-mail: hjchen@ccu.edu.tw
2"%: Doctoral student » Graduate Institure of Education » National Chung Cheng University

Email: sfread102@gmail.com

-29-



-30-

2o SRR T



