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A Comparative Analysis of Manabu Sato’s
Learning Community and Cooperative
Learning: Implications for the Implementation
of the 12-Year Basic Education

Hsin-Y1 Huang* Hung-Ju Hsu**

Abstract

Cooperative learning is often conflated with the Learning Community approach
advocated by Japanese scholar Manabu Sato. To clarify the distinctions between the
two, the study conducts an in-depth analysis of literature on cooperative learning and
Sato’s works, including his more recent Japanese publications. This comparison is
structured around four dimensions: theoretical foundations, the role of teachers,
student relationships, and the learning content and purpose. The research found three
core principles of the Learning Community: (1)learning as a reconstruction of meaning
and interpersonal relationships, (2) dialogue grounded in active listening as a central
practice of learning, and (3) the essential role of “others” to the learning subjects in the
learning process. Building on these insights, the study explores implications of
Learning Community for the implementation of Taiwan’s 12-Year Basic Education
curriculum reform. It proposes three key directions: a shift from “knowledge
transmission” to “the construction of learning relationships”; enhancing teacher
support and deepening student learning through public lesson observation; and
fostering supportive networks among schools, parents, and society to sustain reform
momentum. This study aims to provide alternative perspectives to inform Taiwan’s

educational reform and promote more transformative teaching practices.
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