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" A Field Study of Music Practice
Teachers in Elementary Schools

Abstract

Elementary music education in ROC has been modified dramatically within this
decade, in the aspects of teaching methods, textbooks, and curriculum standards. The
new standards of elementary music curriculum, advocated in 1993, require the elementary
school students to be able to demonstrate a clear comprehension of rhythm, melody, and
harmony, show creative music thinking, play the recorder, and appreciate different kinds
of music. The truth indicates the effort the field of music education is striving for—to
enhance the quality of our music education,

However, the lack of long-term empirical studies towards practicing teachers has
made music teacher education programs fail to adjust themselves to the trend effectively,
hence their graduates’ preparation for the challenge is questionable.

The goal of this study was to do cases analyses of the professional growth of new
elementary music practicing teachers, as well as the important variables that affect their
growth. The result are:

1. No traceable pattern was found in subjects’ professional growth. It is evident that
their educational enthusiasm has more influence on their teaching.

2. What makes an effective music lesson is the subjects’ will of “wanting to change.”

3. It is more about quality rather than quantity of school internship that affects teachers’
cultivation,.

4. The lack of knowledge of music teaching methods results in subjects’ dissatisfaction
with handbooks of new teaching materials.

Implications are: 1. To establish music teaching resource libraries in schools. 2. To
enhance teaching enthusiasm in the preparation of future elementary music teachers. 3. To
design an effective system for elementary school internship.

Keywords : Music Teachers Education; Elementary Music Teacher; Practice Teacher
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