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Analysis of Children’s Play Spot

Choice on Two Playgrounds
Mei-i Chien

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the relation of playground environment and
children’s choice of playground equipment. This study was conducted in two kindergartens,
participants were children aged four. There were ten observation sessions divided into the
fall and the spring semesters. Both playgrounds were defined as seven play spots,
children’s spot choices were recorded in twenty intervals in each observation session.
Observation data was analyzed with y * test by variables of gender, semester, and stage.
Results of this study supported that materials or equipment which were featured with
linkage, swing-able, movable, natural characteristics. Among three variables, gender was
the most significant variable related to children’s spot choice. This study suggested that
playground design should enhance variation and multi-function, and the outdoor
playground should be planned as an important part of the whole learning environment.

Key words: children ; playground ; play spot choice ; gender ; semester
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