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The truth is the daughter of time.

~ England Proverb
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Public History and Educational Aesthetics :
The Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey

Hao-Yao Hung*

Abstract

Truth, is always the final goal of history studies and historical educators
delivered this “ Truth” to people. Nowadays, we receive information via medias
everywhere so that nobody really care whether it is true about history. So, what kind
of historical education do we really need?

We try to attempt this question through the opinions from Public History. Public
History is defined as history of the publics; history for the publics; history by the
publics. When we take all narratives as public historical texts, what we should do is to
judge what is “good public historical text”? This article tries to answer this question
by the novel “The Daughter of Time” by Josephine Tey.

First, this article would indicate that the aesthetic judgement of detective fiction
is not from “beauty” but from the pursuing of truth. Next, as a great history mystery
fiction , this article tries to analyze what educational aesthetics opinions could we get
from “The Daughter of Time”. Finally, we try to understand why we need a good
public historical text? We will see that the “Truth” is always an unavoidable question
to historical education of which the contents are always variable.

Keywords: public history, educational aesthetics, historical education,
detective fiction
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