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The Analysis of Play Equipment Choices and Play
Behaviors of Grade Two Children on Traditional

and Contemparary Playgrounds

Shu-Chu Yang Sheng-Hsi Lin

National Chiayi Teachers College National Taitung Teachers Callege

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate: (1)How do
social play behavior and cognitive play behaviors of second-
grade children differ between traditional and contemparary
playgrounds? (2)What play equipment do second-grade chil-
dren choose and how do these choices differ between tra-
ditional and contemparay playgrounds? Two second- grade
groups which included 30 children at Site A and 40 children at
Site B were observed. Data were collected by observational
ratings. time sampling, and anecodotal records. Data analysis
was through quantitative and qualitative methods. The
findings indicated that the prevalent cognitive play behavior
was functional at Site A and at Site B was games with rules.
At Site A, children spent most of their social play in associative
play and at Site B in cooperative play. The children at Site A
were found to choose the Trek Ride in play most. Children at
Site B choose the open area for ball-game activities. Qualitat-
ivedatarevealed that much greater variety of play equipment
enhances higher quality of play at Site A, also benefits to
children’s physical, social. emotional, language. and cognitive
development. Therefore, social and cognitive play behaviors
are heavily influenced by the type, variety, and function of
equipment and material on playgrounds.
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