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Abstract

This article aims to explore the issue, parental participation in school decision-making,
highlighted by educational practitioners, which can be analyzed by micropolitics to obtain
deeper research findings and implications. Firstly, this paper indicates parents have been
included in school decision-making mechanisms granted by related laws and regulations in
Taiwan, which has broken the problem, neglecting the absence of parents seated and voicing
in school decision-making mechanisms. Secondly, this paper discusses three ideologies
regarding school management, i.e. bureaucracy, professionalism and parentocracy, and is
further doubtful whether parentocracy compete with bureaucracy and professionalism.
Thirdly, this paper reviews international literatures that reveal fruitful research outcomes of
parental participation in school decision-making through the micropolitical lens. Fourthly, it
examines relevant micropolitical strategies used by stakeholders in decision-making
processes within schools. Finally, this article points out parents merely participating in ritual
performance owing to educational practitioners who are unwilling to release power spaces
shared with parents. It addresses that educational practitioners should value their rights and
power of parents participating in school decision-making mechanisms, and hopes democratic
society could be achieved and established firstly by educational practitioners.

Key words: parental participation in decision-making, micropolitics, ideology,
parentocracy.
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