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The Writing Performance of Upper-Grade
Students in a Whole Language Oriented
Literacy Program

Victor Tien-cheng Shen Hsiou-wen Huang Chi-ren Huang

Abstract

This study investigated students’ writing development in a whole language oriented upper-
grade classroom in an urban school in southern Taiwan. We analyzed students’ written works
collected over a two-year period. Main findings include: 1) In writing skills, students’
writings were found to be getting richer in variety, longer in length, and greater in quantity,
and there were remarkable progresses in punctuation, word usage, syntactic construction,
and paragraphing. 2) As for writing quality, students in this class continued to make progress
in vocabulary and sentence pattern, organization, and content. Especially, “Personal voice”
and “topical unity” were the two items most admired by the raters.

Research implications resulted from the study’s findings and limitations point to the
following areas: 1) Comparing students’ writing development in whole language and
traditional writing programs so that the distinctive benefits of whole language approach can
be more clearly identified. 2) Collect complete details surrounding focal students’ writing,
including the contextual, conceptual, and social processes, for a more complete
understanding of writing development. As for curricular and pedagogical implications, it is
suggested that teachers try to construct a whole language oriented literacy program, using
thematic units as the organizing principle, to integrate writing closely with other language
activities, to provide students with choices and autonomy in writing, and to provide students
with multiple channels for written communication. Such a literacy program should be able to
facilitate students’ writing development in both skill and quality.

Keywords: Whole language, Writing Instruction, Writing Performance, Whole Language-
Oriented, Literacy Program, Upper-grade
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