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Abstract

This study aims to explore how a male preschool teacher learns to be a teacher through
a series of key life experience and experiencing different stages of teacher identity through
his narrative accounts. The study lasted eight months and data were mainly collected through
interviews, with compilation and analysis of observational information and documents. From
the stories, the study explored the identity that the male teacher obtained regarding his
professionalism so as to understand the formation of identity and the changes in this learning
process.

It is found that Wu’s process of recognizing his teacher identity and re-identity was
roughly along the lines of the following themes, according his narratives: (1)unclear
direction in career development, (2)stepping on the way to becoming a preschool teacher,
(3)teaching practices, and (4)future prospects. The narratives brim with “quests” and
“transformation” related to the acquired identity. By analyzing the narratives, the factors that
formed and changed teacher’s professional identity, could be understood. The study suggests
that when it comes to cultivating teachers, pre-service teacher education institutes should
also pay attention to the subjectivity of male students as being minority groups and
encourage male-female peer interaction in order to enhance the relationships among a
teacher’s self-esteem, professionalism via caring learning environment.

Keywords: male preschool teacher, teacher’s professional identity, narrative inquiry.
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