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Laurie Linscott is a Senior Academic Specialist who serves as
Director of the Child Development Laboratories. She joined the
faculty of HDFS (formerly Family and Child Ecology) in 1999 as a
Head Teacher where she worked with the MSU/C.A.C.S. Head
Start Collaboration. In 2001, Laurie moved to Central School as
Head Teacher. In addition to teacher training, she took on the role
of Advisor for the Family and Child Ecology Club for the next 5
years.

A milestone in her career was her role in the development of the
early childhood inclusion model, operating at the Child
Development Laboratories, Haslett campus. This collaboration
with Haslett Public Schools and Head Start serves as a unique
teacher training site and community resource. It has been in
existence since 2004. celebrated its 10th year anniversary in
2014.

Ms. Linscott has presented at state, national and international
settings in the areas of Family Engagement, Inclusion and
Cultural Competence. During her tenure she has taught
Curriculum for Early Childhood Programs, Student Teaching in an
ECE Setting and guest lectures for other courses. Most recently
she has presented on topics related to early care and education
at universities in Taiwan.

Ms. Linscott works with numerous groups at the local and state
levels with a focus on community collaborations, advocacy and
inclusion. She served as Co-Chairperson for the Quality Initiatives
in Early Care and Education workgroup, part of Ingham Great
Start Collaborative. This workgroup was then imbedded in the
Ingham GSC School Readiness Advisory Committee. Ms.
Linscott participated on the review and revisions of the MDE Early
Standards of Quality, Preschool. Ms. Linscott served as President
of Michigan Association for the Education of Young
Children. She currently in on the Broad Art Museum Education
Committee and the Advisory Committee for the Wharton Center
for Performing Arts. In 2017 she was appointed by Governor
Snyder to the Executive Committee of the Early Childhood
Investment Corporation and serves as Vice Chair.
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Wan-Hsuan Lin is an Academic Specialist who serves as
Administrator of the Child Development Laboratories. She joined
the faculty of HDFS (formerly Family and Child Ecology) in 2008. In
addition she is coordinating the CDL's international visiting scholar,
student and professional programs.

Wan-Hsuan earned a Master’ s degree in Child Development from
Michigan State University. Her years of experience as a baby room
nurse led to her pursuit of a Child Development degree. Ms. Lin
works to create a meaningful home/school connection. Her
interests include support of an anti-bias, multicultural, and sensory
friendly classroom, she also incorporates technology as a tool in
children assessment.

Ms. Lin has presented at state, national and international settings in
the areas of creating anti-bias classroom, sensory table materials,
creating online children portfolios, block study, transforming the
classroom, and cultural Competence. She also frequent as guest
lecturer for MSU courses and two other universities in Taiwan.

Ms. Lin deeply values her work with children and families.
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Supporting Multiculturalism and Anti-bias Education in Early Childhood

Supporting
Multiculturalism and
Anti-bias Education

in Early Childhood

Laurie Linscott, Director
Chi'd Develspment Laboratories

Michigan State University

How do | define multiculturalism/" =
anti-bias education

Multiculturalism: the presence of, or_ support for the
presence of, several distinct cultural or ethnic groups
within a society (Oxford Language)

Culture: the customs arts. social institutions. and 3
achievements nf a narticular nation, people, or other social
group (Oxford Language)

~ - Anti-bias Education: Four Goals

Identity
= Diversity
Justice
Activism

Difference between multiculturalism and
antibias education

While multiculturism look at both individual families and the
community, antibias education does this and goes further.

Anti-bias curriculum is an approach
to early childhood education that sets
forth values-based principles and
methodology in support of respecting
and embracing differences and acting

_ against bias and unfairness. Anti-bias

~teaching requires critical thinking and

- problem solving by both children and

adults.

* https://ww i org/teacher-resources/anti-
bias-education

Goal 1: Each child will demonstrate self-
awareness, confidence, family pride,
and positive social identities.

Goal 2: Each child will express comfort
and joy with human diversity; accurate
language for human differences; and
deep, caring human connections.

Goal 3: Each child will increasingly
recognize unfairness, have language to
describe unfairness, and understand
that unfairness hurts.

Four goals of
antibias education

Goal 4: Each child will demonstrate
empowerment and the skills to act, with
others, or alone, against prejudice
and/or discriminatory actions.

Anti-bias Education for Young Children
and Ourselves

Advancing Equity Statement (NAEYC 2019)

. Ermbrace the primary role of families in children’s development and learning.

Uphold every family’s right to make decisions for and with their children.
Be curious, making time to learn about the families with whom you work.

Maintain consistently high expectations for family involvement, being opet
multiple and varied forms of engagement and providing intentional and: ==
responsive support

Communicate the value of multilingualism to all families
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Why is it important

» All children can learn and grow at an equitable rate.
* You have to reach all to teach all.
» Early childhocd educators are the foundation for children’s success.

* You create a safe environment for all, including parents and families
your teaching colleagues.

Why is it important

* We can support children’s development as related to our knowledge of
when, and how biases develop.

« We want all children and families to feel welcome in the classroom and feel
a sense of belanging.

« |t is beneficial for all children in the classroom =building relationships with
those that are different and respecting differences.

« All children feel included as it shows respect for all ethnicities.

It starts with you...

* Understanding your own beliefs

* Being aware of one’s own biases

* Willingness to listen to, and learn,
about another’s point of view

= Begin by building reciprocal
relationships...

Home Visits

* Importance of Home form and
discussion

How do we engage
families?

¢ Learn about the families in your
program

What are their values and goals?

¢+ Get to know each child in your
classroom as an individual who
belongs to a family system

Importance of Home form

Impertant people in your life (this may be a grandparent, auntie, neighbor).

Your Family Values and Traditions, e.g., holiday celebrations, religious beliefs, work ethic
Family routines, what does a typical day look like in your home?

What are your child’s strengths?

What are your goals, hopes and dreams for your child?

What are your questions or concerns about your child’s development or learning style?

What are your family’s occupation(s) and roles so that they can be represented in the
classroom?

In what ways do you want to be part of the classroom community?

do we share our values with families?

mily Handbook
* Anti-bias education
» Cultural competence

* Inclusion
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How we share our values with families

Family Handbook excerpt: Anti-bias education

The Child Development Laboratories stands firm in its beliefs and efforts to deliver
an anti-bias education to both children in the program and the university students
who participate in their practicum experience.

Our work is based on the book Anti-bias Education for Young Children and
Ourselves by Louise Derman-Sparks and Julie Olsen Edwards and Catherine Goins.
The staff at the CDL participate in ongoing professional development related to
anti-bias education and are committed to translating it into their daily practice.

Teachers at the CDL plan intentionally to provide activities and experiences that
support the goals of anti-bias education; identity, diversity, justice and action.

How we share our values with families

Family Handbook excerpt: Cultural Competence Plan based on NAEYC's Position
Statement on Responding to Linguistic and Cultural Diversity

The Foal of the Child Development Laboratories is to wholly engage all children and
families enrolled in our proﬁram With our diverse population, we strive to form
reciprocal relationships with families, embracing the cultural variety within our
program. The following are ways inwhich we do this.

1. PD for teachers in the area of anti-bis education

2. Importance of Home form that collects data related to language, culture,
communicationstyle, etc.

3. Teachers use the PROMOTING CULTURAL & LINGUISTIC COMPETENCY Self-
Assessment Checklist

4. Families are informed of activities and festivals in the greater Lansing area to
enhance their understanding of the diversityin the area.

5. During intake meetings and home visits, staff mrgortfamiﬁe; in usmf their

homeIan%‘uafgewnhthelrchlldren The benefits of eing a multilingual learner are
shared with families.

How we share our values with families
Family Handbook excerpt: CDL Plan for Children with Special Needs

If a child enrolls at the CDL with a current IFSP/IEP/therapy goals:

o Head Teachers meet with the family and special education staff and therapists to
determine strategies to meet goals in the classroom setting.

® Head Teachers, special education and/or therapy staff meet regularly to discuss
the child related to their progress and any specific needs the child may have.

o Special education staff are welcomed intothe classroom to support the child’s
development and meet with the CDL teaching staff.

o Head Teachers attend all IFSP/IEP meetings, bringing assessment documentation
and goals.

o Administration, as needed, participates in the IFSP/IEP, provides release time for
teachers and secures supportive materials.

How do we keep families informed

Whes of Facmanry 8 acomise. RIS & bucs o« EINNEN

S et e freester

wry e

]
H
{
H

Family participation | Résidlgat Sefiool

* Bringing in food containers from home

= Recording songs and books to listen to at
school

* Cooking with children

* Gardening
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Culjurally refevant:
e dtermine our

Cuturdly resporaye:

. cc'uni:u :m amd v:f;:f:;:’:;;:ll‘ro
Representl ng inormstion and

values farilies shap

children and
families in your

sveryihingiwe
program th;l‘z\mnna

How does administration support teaching staff

* Setting the expectation with all teaching staff
* Orientation

* Knowing each teacher is at & different developmental level
+ Provide training

* Provide resources
* Evaluate your program

Knowing your teachers

* Supporting them where they are

* Mentor Teachers

* Professional Learning Groups

Trainings in different modalities
* Book studies

* Workshops

* Webinars

* Journaling with provocations

How does administration stay current?

* Book studies

Eac
ST

Resources for classrooms with consideration of ability, culture...

S0 -
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Building an antibias program:
ABE is part of everything we
do (Debbie LeeKeenan)

Georgetown Checklist How we set up a classroom and the

materials we use

PROMOTING CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND CULTURAL COMPETENCY (georgetown.edu .
How we plan curriculum

How we interact with children
* What it covers

* How we use it

How we engage with families

How we work as staff/teachers

Always with
intentionality
and
information

It is an ongoing process
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Supporting All Children in an Inclusive Environment

Meaningful
Inclusion in Early
SUPPORTING | Childhood

ALL CHILDREN
IN li\N
INCLUSIVE
ENVIRNMENT

: ' : What types of special needs do
(Sigzglil E::Sf s g you support in your classroom?

© “The term diildren with disabilities and ather special nesds refess to
children who are cligible for special education services and
who have individualized education prog {IEPs)”

Children with
Sensory latepration
Needs

Cluldren with Down
Syndrome

© “Children who are struggling in the classtoom and need

additional help or attention from their reachers.” Aol
0

Challenges

IA‘;.

Chuldeen with Specch S i Children who are
Non-Veehal

W
and Lanpuage Delayy n-Ve:

Sandall, SR, & Schwartz, LS. (2008). Building Blacks for Teaching
Preschoolers with Speciad Needs (2%%d.). Baltimore: Panl H. Brookss

Indlusian is the active partcipation of young Why sup P Ort lnCIuSIOn?

children with and without disabilities in the same
classroom or community scinng,

“T'he key 1o ludlniion is that all children, staff, and
How do you

familics feel supported in that program, I[ bchh[S ﬂu Chlldrcn-
define - :

: . Teue ymelasion celebrares everyone as individuals

mclus 10N and provides suppost so that cveryone can be

successful

Samball SR, & Schoenrer, LS. (2008) Tl Bk for Toasivg Iyenvniors i
Apctnf Nl s (5% iod 5. Pt Pl FL Brwiat {itiding ¢

It promotes development and belonging for
all children.

31



Inclusion is a
Collaborative
Effort

Collaborative efforts involve:
© Teachers
© Directors
© Children
© Parents

What will you learn?

This presentation will provide you with

visuals and activity ideas to use in an

inclusive setting,

© Support Staff: (Speech & Language
Pathaologists, Special Educaton

Consultants, Physical &
Occupational Therpists, ctc.)

You will learn how to use materials
cc pe 23 z
universally” so they can be used with all

children.

Do 1 have a cubby or place tu put my coat
and backpack just like my classmares?

Membership 5;:;::;: classroom job just as my
Checklist

Classroom 4| | st
; Center for

Reflection. Inclusion) S g o

nlmugh L may be a little messicr than others?

During regular activities am Lin asimilar

position to my classmates (Le. my classmates
are standing-1 am standing, etc.)?

Can | ph\\u. ally get to all the activities in the
ach into the sensory ruble, get
toys from shelves)?

Am | usually participating in the same or
similar activities as my classmates (though
they might be adaptecd)?

Che'Ck"St An}!}mncﬂv.c P‘fﬁdP‘minciasmmm
Continued Sl s an st

Challenges & | mighiace?
Celebrations
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Itnpl em mti.ng Universal Strategies:

© Should be embedded naturally into the

U niversal environment.
Strategjes to © Should avoid “singling our” the child with

mhanc e your Special Needs whenever possible.
Implementing % Cl S ‘
Universal inclusive © Should be used with all or most children,
Strategies that environm
work! l? COvILO ent ° Everyone should know HOW and WHY they

— arc being used!

Can Involve: How does the classroom flow? Do all childre

Inclusion

S = * Adapting the environment
fo ¢ Posting daily schedules ap ng

Adding visual aids tl']_ Are your materials well oiganized and easy to
S 1 Adapting Activities € access?

* Creating an IEP (Individualized 5
] ’]d Educational Plan or a Behavioral Plan) EnVIrOnme
C ren * Discussing Classroom and Child t —
s h S & l Specific Goals n Tevoue atstoonrtog -
Wlt pecla * Getting Everyone on Board X :

Communication is KEY!!!

Adapting the

Environment

R

* Lissit materials ve smbes of chidren.

* Make 3 quas ares,

* Hasg lavender ur calimieg sccoee

* Post vivaals 50 suppore appmipesss use
f e cavisanment
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Bmld 1f you have the space, build in
“ Sensory Breaks.
mn

« Set up & calming area where children
can wark independently or with 2
partncr.

Set up

* Plan with 2 Jmc.l\hhsu:qnu
Plan have designatcd learning areas that

children visit to suppor their
development.

MEET SENSORY NEE
THROUGH PLAY

ADD MATERIALS FOR

HEAVY LIFTING IN THE
BLOCK AREA.

Post your daily
schedule

© Help organize your day and make transitions
predictable for all children.

© Display the parts of your day and remove
them as they occur.

© Prepare children for changes in the day.

© Give them ownesship and allow them to be
“in charge of their day”,

Supporting transitions and choices

P,

Using 1 and 2 step

Use the script first

Keep it Simple!

i
~I -

i3]

Pl
NI
HP 4

2 st
4

Tie
P

Adding visual Aids: Support
children with transitions and
changes in their day with
visuals.

Timers
Music

Instruments

Pictures

PICTURES SAY MORE THAN WORDS... THEY
TEACH AND FOSTER INDEPENDENCE
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Show expectations

Group time Aids

Teach with Intention

Know your Errotless
children’s needs learning

* Don’t let them
get it wrong

* Be present!
* Provide scripts

* Model
expectations

Supporting Communications

Sign Language

help more

ey

t

wait W’s
5o £

35

Supporting Communication

You recognize a child wants something; instead
of granting their wish right away, prompt them to
communicate:

o You want . Say, “more juice.”
= Move item away from child




Integrate PT & OT

SUPPORTING
SPEECH | Plan activities for
THROUGH
I)LAY Balance and Core Strength
Crossing the midline
Strengthening upper body

Self-regulation (appropriate sensory input)
Fine Motor Development

CROSSING
THE

MIDLINE

Drawing Under the Table Drawing on the floor

X i

FINE MOTOR DEVELOPMENT
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Activity Adaptations: Materials

% Puzzles

,7% Scissors

Paintbrushes

Visuals enhance pencil grip

No tape “Pinch the tape”

FINE MOTOR

Engaging Peers

© Model appropriate expectations.
© Model peer interactions.

© Model language.

© Gets all children involved.

© Builds & expands relationships.
© Creates a classroom community.

VIDEO
MODELING
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