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Three- and Four-Year-Old Preschoolers’
Understanding of the Relational Terms

“More” and “Less”

Meng-Lung Lai Shun-Feng Chen
Department of Early Childhood Education, Lida Kindergarten

National Chiayi University

Abstract

The present research involved gauging preschoolers’ comprehension of the mathematical relational
terms more and less. Sixty three- and four-year-old preschoolers from two private preschools
participated in this study. Each participant was individually interviewed to judge which of the two
cards presented had more dots in the homogeneous, heterogeneous, and context-free conditions.
Results showed that a majority of three year olds failed to successfully use the relational terms more
and less, while over half of four year olds answered correctly. Among these three conditions,

participants performed similarly in the homogeneous, heterogeneous, and context-free condition.
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