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Abstract

In Germany, according to federalism, each federal state possesses the autonomy of its own
educational affairs. Therefore, the educational policies and contents may vary from state to state. Under
these circumstances, the author of this paper chose to demonstrate the research on the development of the
preschool reform policy in the federal state of Nordrhein-Westfalen (NRW), for the reason that it is
always the pioneer state, and hence representative in the field of educational policy reforms in Germany.
Firstly, this paper gives a brief overview of the historical development of establishment of the preschool
system in Germany. Secondly, this paper concentrates on preschool reform policies and analyzes the
tendency of a series of reforms under the political and social conditions at that time. Based on the
previous analysis, the research finding of this paper is that: the preschool policy in Germany is the

attached policy of other prime policies, such as social policy or family policy.

Keywords: Preschool reform policy in Germany, attached policy



