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A Study of Public Preschool Educare Givers' Conflict

in Workplace Power Relations and Coping Strategies

Mei-Ting Chuang Yu-Ling Su
The Affiliated kindergarten of Fu Jen Catholic University
Wu Gu Elementary School Department of Child and Family Studies
Abstract

The aim of this study was to find out the conflict events under power relations from three educare
givers who work at public preschools as well as to recognize how they adjust themselves during
conflict. Furthermore, the researcher reviewed the literature related to the forbearing process from
Chinese culture during the power relations to further discuss the adjustment of educare givers under
power relations. The research revealed the power relations between the three educare givers and
teachers varied according to the duty and role at work. Secondly, the conflicts that the three educare
givers faced at the preschools included: interpersonal relationship and teaching. Lastly, the methods of
coping strategies that the three educare givers took include forbearing, talking to others, negotiation
and fighting. However, the adjustment after conflicts varied in terms of their duty at the preschools,
personal factors, and the atmosphere from the management level of the preschools. The Researcher
hopes the findings of this study could provide a reference to others to see the power relations,
interpersonal conflicts and coping strategies among practitioners at early childhood education. In the
end, the researcher provided relevant suggestions for educare givers, preschools and future research

according to the findings.
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