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Correlation Between Young Children's

Temperaments and Music Preference

Hsin-Ching Wu, Pyng-Na Lee
Department of Early Childhood Education,
National University of Tainan

Abstract

The study investigated the relation between young children’s temperaments and music preferences.
The 154 participants aged 5-6 were randomly chosen from six public kindergartens in Tainan city. The
instruments of Temperament Scale and Young Children’s Music Preference Scale were used. There are
totally twelve pieces including three musical styles which are agitated/exciting, calm/soft and
lively/joyous in Young Children’s Music Preference Scale. Each musical style comprises four different
tone colors they are piano, orchestra, trumpet and violin. The results found that boys prefer
lively/joyous style than girls did, whereas girls prefer calm/soft style than boys. There is no significant
difference of music preferences in the young children who have different musical experiences. Young
children with high activity showed a low preference for calm/soft music, and young children with high
approach showed a low preference for violin music. According to the results of this study, further
suggestions for teachers and researches in the future were made.
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