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Block Play:
Young Children’s Types of Play with Unit Blocks

Ya-Ling Wu Huei-Hsin Hsu
kindergarten teacher Associate Professor
Kun Shan elementary Department of Early Childhood Education,

National University of Tainan

Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to investigate young children’s performance in different play
types and use of accessories with unit blocks. Qualitative data were collected and analyzed from six
children, who had more block buildings in Dong- Dong apple class, which was a mixed group
including twenty- nine children in Tainan County via observation, informal interview, video-taping,
tape-recording, photo-taking and field-noting. The findings of this study are as follows:

First, children were involved in four social play types, which included onlooker behavior, parallel
play, associative play and cooperative play. Most children began with parallel play and ended in
cooperative play. They had more same-sex peer interactions and interacted in more various ways.

Second, children were involved in three cognitive play types, which included functional play,
constructive play and dramatic play. Children mostly began with constructive play and extended in
dramatic play. Children used accessories and verbal expression in dramatic play relevant to their living
experiences.

Third, when social and cognitive play interplayed, cooperative-constructive play was more
complex and various than parallel-constructive play. Children named unit blocks whatever they played
according to their shapes in parallel/cooperative-dramatic play.

Finally, cooperative-dramatic play enriched children’s use of accessories. Boys and girls were
different in themes of block building and variety of accessories.

Some suggestions were also made for future studies and kindergarten teachers concerning block

play with unit blocks in this study.

Keywords : unit blocks, types of play, accessories
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