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A Case Study on the Development of
Elementary School Novice Teacher’s

Practical Knowledge

Kuo-Tai Chen

Abstract

The study investigated one elementary school novice teacher on his practical
knowledge, development of this knowledge, and factors affecting its development.
Qualitative research method was used for case study. Data were collected by naturalistic
observations, interviews, and documentary analysis. Following results were found after one
year of research:

(a) The contents of practical knowledge of the elementary school novice teacher included
primarily the following: knowledge of classroom management, knowledge of general
pedagogy, and knowledge of pedagogical content.

(b) The elementary school novice teacher’s development of practical knowledge was under
the influence of knowledge of self and his knowledge show extremely individualized
characteristics.

(c) Due to influence of early experiences, novice teacher developed some clear and
long-lasting images of teaching right after he enrolled in teachers colleges. Therefore, it
showed clearly that early experiences had tremendous impact on development of
practical knowledge.

(d) The development of elementary school novice teacher’s knowledge on practical
knowledge during the first year was obvious, due primarily to his own teaching
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experience.
(e) Factors affecting the elementary school mnovice teacher’s knowledge on practical
knowledge included the personality of the teacher, past experiences in daily lives, teacher

education courses, and teaching experience.

Key words: elementary school, novice teacher, practical knowledge, development
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