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From Tradition to Alternative : The Reflection

of Classroom Assessment

Hsiu-Wen Huang

National Chiayi Teachers College

Abstract

This article reviews literature about the reform of class-
room assessment in America. The paper starts with the explo-
ration of the characteristics and problems of traditional as-
sessment, and then introduces how traditional assessment is
1mpfoved and what alternative assessment methods come with
the tide of reform fashion. Next, the charactristics and
criticisms of altenative assessment are investigated. Finally.
the use and potential impact of both traditional and alterna-
tive assessment are examined by clarfying the basic
assumptions of them. ,

The article concludes that we should select appropriate as-
sessment methods according to the purposes of assessment —to
make comparison or to understand the extent of standards
students reach. Using single assessment to fulfill both
purposes will result in many drawbacks in all probabili‘ty. In
terms of learning theories and educational purposes. the
article also suggests that alternative assessment should be
emphasized.
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