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The Teaching of Global Perspectives: A Study on
ElementarySocial Studies Teachers in Chiayi City

Meei-ling Horng

National Chiayi. Teachers College

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether elementary school teachers in Chiayi City
teach social studies from a global perspective. Participants in this study were teachers who teach
social studies in 1995 school year. Sixty teachers selected from the participants were interviewed.

There are seven major findings in this study: ‘

1. The participant hold different perspectives regarding global education.

2. Most teachers recognize the importance of teaching social studies from a global perspective.

3. So far, traveling abroad is the major approach for teachers to promote their global perspectives.

4. Teachers who have traveled abroad reported that they teach social studies with more accuracy and
authority. Both departmental and self-contained teachers favor the infusion approach while
teaching social studies from a global perspective.

5. In addition to applying teachers' and students' cross-cultural experiences abroad, the participants
teach global perspectives by integrating current events, acquiring new information from mass
media, and using supplementary teaching materials, such as pictures , photos, and videotapes.

6. Teachers pointed out that the emphases of social studies in lower-intermediate grades are from
local perspectives. ~ And, the emphases of social studies in upper grades expand to cover global
perspectives. However, some teachers stressed that teaching social studies from local
perspectives or global perspectives shouldn't have grade differences. Both perspectives are
actually complementary.

7. Due to different perspectives, teachers evaluate their teaching ability with different criteria. Most
teachers have confidence in teaching social studies from a global perspective. However, some
teachers stressed that they need to enhance their English ability. Also, they mentioned that the
courses regarding global education should be provided.

B RBEWH

i
4B

S : . 13.





